Introduction

discourses. But almost all of them are honest
unsophisticated witnesses, a little credulous,
perhaps, but comparing well in this respect
with travellers generally, who are a gullible race,
and always, almost without exception, seeking
to discover the real truth. The consequence is
that these travellers' narratives not only form
the most delightful and entertaining reading,
but are, from some points of view, absolutely
unique among the documentary sources for the
history of any country.
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